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coating helps the roof re-
sist heat, ultraviolet rays
and salt air from the near-
by Red Sea. The roof’s
lifetime is estimated from
30 to 50 years.

The prevailing wind
circulates  through the
open sides of the strue-
tures and up through the
circular openings at the
peaks of the tents, thus
helping to cool and venti-
late the interoir. At night,
spotlights from below are
beamed directly on the

fabric rtoof, creating a
moonlit  effect  under-
neath.

Utilities

King Abbul Aziz Inter-
national Airport has an
extensive utilities system
for electrical power supply

and distribution,
emergency fire alarm and
detection, communica-

tions by telephone, radio
and cable television, sew-
age collection and treat-

ment, storm water man-
agement, potable water
supply and distribution
and a chilled-water system
for air  conditioning.
Standby generators pro-
vide power for essential
services in the event of a
disruption to the regular
power supply.

The desalination plant
is programmed to provide
an ultimate capactiy of up
to 46,500 cubic meters of
water per day. The aver-
age daily demand during
the Haj period is antici-
pated to be 20,200 cubic
meters by 1985, increasing
to 32,800 cubic meters by
the year 2000.

The sanitary sewage
system for the airport con-
veys domestic and indust-
rial wastewater from air-
port facilities to a central
sewage-treatment  plant
for processing and reuse’
as irrigation water. The
average daily flow during
the Haj period is approx-
imately 17,200  cubic
meters.
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