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The Higher Committee for Educational Policy
issued an impnrtai‘tt comprehensive document entitled
“Education Policy in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
1970." This document has continued to guide the

development of education in the Kingdom.

This policy emphasises the Islamic character of
education by stating that “the educational policy of the
* Kingdom of Saudi Arabia emanates from Islam which
the nation embraces as a faith and abides by its
teachings in worship, morals, sharia and rules, and
believes in it as an integral way of life. The educational
policy is a basic part of the overall policy of the Siate.”
It also provides for free education at all stapes:
“education in all forms and stages shall be free of
charge, and the State will not charge tuition fees”
(Anrticle 233).

Apart from the basic document on educational
policy of 1970, new policies and stratepies for educa-
tional development have been outlined in the different
five-year development plans according to the nceds of

“the period covered by the plan. The main objectives of
the Third Development Plan (1980-1985) have been
(a) the imbruvament of the quality of education and
training, (b) making the educational and training
systems more responsive to the needs of the economy,

“{c) to increase the efficiency through improved admi-
nistration and management, and (d) to facilitate
balanced quantitative growth of the system. The plan
has laid down various strategies as well as quantitative

targels for growth of the educational system to achieve
these objectives.

9. Some recent developments in education

A number of changes have been introduced and new
programmes initiated for qualitative improvement of
education at all levels in recent years. The focus was
mainly on administrative re-organisation to achieve
greater efficiency; modernisation of curriculum, and
instructional methods in schools; improvement of

examinations; and provision of better service condi-
tions to teachers.

{a) Administrative changes

In the Ministry of Education, the general directo-
rates concerned with the differcnt levels and types of
education were re-organised during 1981-83, as result
of which an Assistant Deputy Minister became re-
sponsible for each of the following: School Affairs,
Students Affairs, Teachers Affairs, Projects and
Maintenances, and Educational Development. The
aim was {o achieve greater efficiency in management
of the educational system by covering all stages of
general education under a single authority in respect
t:;f such matters as school affairs, student afflairs and
teacher affairs. Under the Assistant Deputy Minister
for Educational Development, three general directo-
rates for Curriculum Designing, Educational Technol-
ogy and Educational Research were created in 1984 to
boost the programmes of research and qualitative
improvement of education. Following the policy of
decentralisation, 13 new educational districts were

created during 1940-83, raising their number to 39, in

- EDUCATIQN IN THE KINGDOM (¢ont.)

order to achieve better supervision of schools.

In the Presidency of Girls Education also, similar |
changes took place. The general directorate of curricu-
tam, rescarch and textbooks, and the department of
audio-visual aids were merged to form a new General
Directorate of Educational Development; and the
separate directorates for elementary, intermediate and
secondary education were combined into a single
General Directorate of General Education. Also a few
other new directorates (e.g. for teacher training,
examinations, inspection) were created. For supervi-
sion of teacher's work, senior supervisors were
appointed for different subjects. The policy of decen-
tralisation was followed here too, and in 1983/84, not
only 12 new district educational directorates were
created, raising their number to 24, byt also more
power was given to these directorates. Again during
19;!!3.-’34, some permanent committees (e.g. Higher
Committee, Projects Committee, Financial and Admi-
nistrative Affairs Committee) were set up to help in
decision making in different areas.

{b) Curriculum development for general education

The Ministry of Education has established several
National Committees composed of university profes-
sors and other highly qualified experts to bring about
improvement in the curriculum and text-books of
different subjects. Nine of these Committees (Islamic
Education, Arabic Language, Social Sciences, En-
glish, Applied Sciences, Physical Sciences, Education-
al Technology, Adult Education, and Measurement
and Evaluation) were formed during 1981-83. The
Mational Committees have introduced significant
changes in the curriculum and instructional approuch
in English, Mathematics, Science, Religion, Arahic
Language and other subjects. The purpose is to make
learning student centred, to develop in him the ability
to think independently and to relate the curriculum to
the environment and society. In mathematics, science,
social sciences, and English, the new textbooks which
were introduced during 1979-81, have been under-
going a process of evaluation and revision,

As regards girls, the Presidency of Girls Education
coordinates its work with the Ministry of Education so
that their curricula arc similar. For the curriculm of
domestic education it has its own commitice of
specialists. At the secondary and higher levels, iwher.e
necessary and possible, the curriculum for girls s
designed to meet their specific needs. At the
elementary stage, physical education has recently been
replaced by art education in the first 3 grades, and h_y
domestic education in the last 3 grades. Also Quranic

schools have recently been started for girls at the
elementary stage on the same pattern as Quranic

schools for boys.

At the secondary level, the Ministry of Education is -
going to introduce a new credit-hour system in
schools. This system which would eventually replace
the present system, provides greater flexibility to the
student in his programme of studies, as he will be
required to complete a certain number of credit hours
in (a) a few compulsory courses {b) special courses in
which he would major and (c) optional courses. Also it
is propused to introduce computer courses in the new
eurriculum.
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