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new hospitals will be built, and primary
health care will alse be extended.
Moreover, a new venture, the Saudi
Pharmaceuticals Company, has recently
been formed to promete the development
of the country’s pharmaceuticals industry.
High-quality equipment needs include
renal dialysis equipment, laboratory and
X-ray products, surgical instruments, and
computers and software for medical
systems. There are also opportunities in
the field of health care planning and
consulting services, especially in emerg-
ency health care, psychiatrie treatment and
medical training.

Computers, data
communication and
security equipment

The Saudi Arabian market offers a
large potential for suppliers of computer
hardware, software and EDP training. The
World Bank has estimated that Saudi
Arabhia accounts for half of all Arab

imports of computer units and
peripherals.

Government users are interested in
modern information systems for education
and research, civil administration, and
management of public sector entities in
transportation, communications, electri-
city, water and health care. Other cust-
omers range from the giant oil company
Arameo, which uses 5uper-1:mnprutn:rs for
oilfield exploration, mapping and reservoir
management, to banking and financial
institutions and contracting firms, to
retailers, wholesalers and manufacturers
who need computer hardware and software
to boost productivity through automation
and maintain output while trimming their
labour costs. N

The Kinpdom's excellent telecommuni-
cations network has bolstered demand for

Conk,

data- communications eguipment, especi-
ally modems, controllers and terminal
networks. The market is also growing for
industrial security equipment, computer-
assisted design, and other advanced elec-
tronic prodicts.

Agriculture

Saudi Arabia continues to seek agricult-
ural self-sufficiency. to which it allocates
substantial government resources, - The
drive is being expanded to include barley,

alfalfa and oilseed crops as well as whet in
the rural development scheme. Current
projects uwnderway include greenhouse
vegetables, tree nurseries, livestock fatten-
ing, fish-farming and Food procession
ventures. Leading requirements in these
developments include irrigation equipment
and parts, fertilizer spreaders, chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, grain storage
equipment and farm management services,

Other sectors

The Saudi Arabian market also offers
promising opportunities in a wide range of
other areas such as process machinery for
secondary chemicals, plastic production
machinery, environmental control tech-
nology, equipment for the extraction. of
non-pil  mineral  resources,  industrial
process controls, electrical generation and
distibution equipment, telecommunica-
tions and aviation-related products and
services. With its high level of defence
spending, the Kingdom is also a major
purchaser of defence and security-related
projects and services.

As a western  businessman  in the
Kingdom recently remarked, “There's still
a lot to be done, but this is a growing
market for the right kinds of products.”
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