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HOW DOES ROLEX
INSCRIBE ITS SCRATCH-PROOF
CERAMIC BEZEL? ATOM BY ATOM.

The bezel of a watch can deteriorate when exposed to sunlight, chlorinated
water or scratches. This is why Rolex has created a special bezel with
a Cerachrom disc. Made from extremely hard (1200 Vickers hardness)
1] ceramic material called yttrium-stabilised zirconia, it has excellent
corrosion-resistant properties, its colour is unaffected by ultraviolet
rays and it is virtually scratch-proof. To inscribe numerals on this hardest
of materials, Rolex even developed and patented a unique process.The
numerals and graduations are carved before the ceramic hardens at
1500°C; the Cerachrom disc is then covered with either yellow gold
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or platinum, atom by atom, through cathodic magnetron sputtering.
Finally, it is polished until only the precious metal in the numerals and
graduations remains, permanently. It takes 40 hours to produce a
ceramic bezel. At Rolex, no measure is too extreme in the pursuit of
enduring beauty. Discover more at rolex.com
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